	
	
	



ORDINANCE NO. 2026-03

AN ORDINANCE REPEALING AND REPLACING CHAPTER 91, “TEMPORARY CAMPING AT A RESIDENCE WITHIN THE CITY,” IN ITS ENTIRETY

SECTION 1. RECITALS.

WHEREAS, the City of Sturgis is authorized to enact ordinances to protect and promote public health, safety, and welfare; and

WHEREAS, temporary residential camping during the annual Sturgis Motorcycle Rally has long existed within the City and remains economically and culturally significant to many residents, resident-owners, and the local economy; and

WHEREAS, the Common Council recognizes that residential Rally camping can provide legitimate benefits to residents and property owners and should continue in regulated form; and

WHEREAS, the Common Council further finds that temporary camping activity in residential areas may create or intensify impacts relating to sanitation, solid waste, potable water, density, parking, traffic circulation, noise, ingress and egress, fire protection, emergency access, and neighborhood compatibility; and

WHEREAS, the Common Council finds that Rally-period camping is materially different from ordinary lower-intensity residential camping in duration, scale, intensity, traffic generation, and neighborhood effects, and may therefore be regulated differently; and

WHEREAS, the Common Council finds that lower-intensity non-Rally camping may be permitted under simpler by-right rules, while larger or more intensive Rally-period camping requires a permit structure tied to a property-specific camping plan; and

WHEREAS, the Common Council finds that a property-owner-designed camping plan reviewed by the City against identifiable health, safety, and welfare criteria is a more flexible and workable approach than rigid one-size-fits-all numerical caps alone; and

WHEREAS, the Common Council finds that owner-occupied residential properties are generally better situated to internalize and manage the impacts of temporary residential Rally camping, and that aligning incentives in favor of resident-owned and owner-occupied property is in the public interest; and

WHEREAS, the Common Council finds that camping on vacant lots not functionally tied to an owner-occupied residential dwelling presents distinct public health, safety, welfare, and compatibility concerns; and

WHEREAS, the Common Council finds that a phased sunset of certain vacant-lot camping is reasonably related to legitimate public purposes and allows a measured transition rather than abrupt discontinuance; and

WHEREAS, the Common Council finds that clearer rules are needed for the public, staff, and law enforcement, and that repeal and replacement of Chapter 91 is necessary to provide a workable and enforceable framework.

SECTION 2. REPEAL AND REPLACEMENT.

Chapter 91 of the Sturgis City Code is hereby repealed in its entirety and replaced to read as follows:

CHAPTER 91. TEMPORARY RESIDENTIAL CAMPING

§ 91.01 PURPOSE AND INTENT.

The purpose and intent of this chapter are to preserve temporary residential camping in regulated form; distinguish between lower-intensity non-Rally camping and more intensive Rally-period camping; protect the public health, safety, and welfare; address sanitation, fire and life safety, emergency access, traffic, parking, and neighborhood compatibility concerns; and provide a clear administrative and enforcement framework.

§ 91.02 GENERAL RULE; SCOPE.

(A) Temporary camping on private property is prohibited unless:
(1) Conducted in a state-licensed commercial campground; or
(2) Conducted on qualifying residential property in compliance with this chapter.
(B) This chapter governs only temporary residential camping on qualifying residential property.
(C) Nothing in this chapter authorizes nuisance conduct, conduct prohibited by other City ordinances or state law, or conduct in violation of applicable fire restrictions, burn bans, or emergency orders.

§ 91.03 DEFINITIONS.

For purposes of this chapter, the following terms shall have the meanings set forth below:

ADJOINING LOT. A lot contiguous to the lot containing the primary residential dwelling.

CAMPER. Any person sleeping, lodging, or residing overnight in a camping unit or otherwise temporarily camping on qualifying residential property.

CAMPING. The temporary overnight use of a camping unit or other temporary sleeping arrangement for lodging on private property.

CAMPING UNIT. A tent, recreational vehicle, travel trailer, fifth-wheel trailer, camper, motorhome, van, or other temporary sleeping unit used for camping.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR. The City Administrator of the City of Sturgis or the City Administrator’s designee.

GUEST RECORD. A written or electronic record maintained by the host identifying the names, addresses, and phone numbers of campers or responsible adult guests present on the property.

NEARBY LOT. A lot that, while not contiguous, is sufficiently proximate and functionally related to an owner-occupied residential dwelling under the same ownership to reasonably serve that dwelling for temporary residential camping purposes, as determined by the City Administrator. In making that determination, the City Administrator may consider whether the lot is on the same block, within convenient walking distance, and functionally serving the primary residential parcel rather than constituting a separate unrelated vacant lot elsewhere in the City.

NON-RALLY CAMPING. Temporary residential camping occurring outside the Rally Window.

OWNER’S CAMPING PLAN. A plan designed and submitted by the property owner that describes how proposed camping activity will occur on the property and how applicable health, safety, and welfare standards will be satisfied.

OWNER-OCCUPIED RESIDENTIAL DWELLING. A residential dwelling occupied as a primary residence by at least one record owner of the property and receiving the owner-occupied tax designation by Meade County.

QUALIFYING RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY. Property eligible to host temporary residential camping under § 91.05 of this chapter.

RALLY CAMPING. Temporary residential camping occurring during the Rally Window.

RALLY WINDOW. The official dates of the annual Sturgis Motorcycle Rally as set by the Common Council, plus the seven (7) calendar days immediately preceding and the three (3) calendar days immediately following those official dates.

RESIDENTIAL CAMPING PERMIT. A permit issued under this chapter authorizing temporary residential camping that exceeds the by-right limits or otherwise requires permit approval under this chapter.

SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT PLAN. A plan describing how trash, garbage, refuse, and similar waste generated by camping activity will be collected, stored, and removed.

§ 91.04 RALLY WINDOW.

Rally camping is allowed only during the Rally Window as defined in § 91.03.

§ 91.05 QUALIFYING RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY.

(A) Properties improved with a single-family residential dwelling may host temporary residential camping in accordance with this chapter.
(B) By-right Rally camping under § 91.07 is limited to properties improved with a single-family residential dwelling.
(C) Properties improved with a duplex, triplex, or four-plex residential dwelling may host temporary residential camping only by Residential Camping Permit and only if owned by a Sturgis resident.
(D) An eligible residential dwelling may host camping on an adjoining or nearby lot under the same ownership, but only as permitted by § 91.15.
(E) Vacant-lot camping is otherwise prohibited except as expressly authorized by § 91.15.

§ 91.06 BY-RIGHT NON-RALLY RESIDENTIAL CAMPING.

(A) By-right non-Rally camping is permitted only on a non-commercial basis.
(B) No fee, rent, charge, donation, contribution, or other consideration may be required or accepted in exchange for non-Rally camping under this section.
(C) By-right non-Rally camping under this section shall be limited to family, friends, or similarly invited guests and may not be publicly advertised or offered to the general public.
(D) By-right non-Rally camping shall not exceed:
(1) Three (3) camping units at any given time;
(2) Ten (10) campers at any given time; and
(3) Seven (7) calendar days per year.
(E) All by-right non-Rally camping remains subject to the generally applicable standards of this chapter.
(F) The City Administrator may issue a Residential Camping Permit authorizing expanded non-Rally camping above the limits in subsection (D) if the following requirements are satisfied:
(1) The property is a qualifying residential property of at least one (1) acre;
(2) The camping remains non-commercial and is limited to family, friends, or similarly invited guests;
(3) The camping is limited to not more than two (2) separate camping periods per calendar year, each not to exceed ten (10) consecutive calendar days; and
(4) The City Administrator determines that the proposed camping is reasonably compatible with the property and surrounding neighborhood based on lot size, lot layout, access, parking, sanitation, emergency access, and other applicable health, safety, and welfare considerations.
The City Administrator may impose reasonable conditions necessary to address the standards in this subsection.

§ 91.07 BY-RIGHT RALLY RESIDENTIAL CAMPING.

(A) By-right Rally camping is permitted only during the Rally Window.
(B) By-right Rally camping is permitted only on properties improved with a single-family residential dwelling. 
(C) By-right Rally camping shall not exceed, at any given time:
(1) Three (3) camping units and
(2) Ten (10) campers.
(D) Other authorized residential dwellings may host Rally camping only by Residential Camping Permit.
(E) All by-right Rally camping remains subject to the generally applicable standards of this chapter.

§ 91.08 PERMIT REQUIRED FOR RALLY CAMPING ABOVE BY-RIGHT LEVELS.

(A) A Residential Camping Permit is required whenever Rally camping exceeds the by-right limits established in § 91.07.
(B) The permit fee shall be zero dollars ($0.00).
(C) No universal ordinance-wide maximum number of camping units or individual campers is established for Rally camping authorized by permit under this section.
(D) Instead, the maximum intensity of permitted Rally camping authorized on a particular property shall be established through the permit approval process based upon:
(1) lot size, 
(2) lot layout and physical characteristics, 
(3) relationship to neighboring property, 
(4) the Owner’s Camping Plan, and 
(5) compliance with the standards of this chapter.

§ 91.09 PERMIT APPLICATION TIMING AND FILING.

(A) Applications for Rally camping permits shall be filed no later than June 15 of the applicable year. Applications for expanded non-Rally camping permits under § 91.06(F) shall be filed at least thirty (30) days before the first proposed camping period.
(B) No permit application is required for by-right non-Rally camping authorized under § 91.06(A) through (E).
(C) A permit application shall include, at a minimum and to the extent applicable to the permit requested:
(1) Owner name and contact information;
(2) Property address and parcel information;
(3) Whether the dwelling is owner-occupied, where relevant;
(4) Whether camping is proposed on the dwelling parcel only or also on an adjoining or nearby lot under the same ownership;
(5) The estimated maximum number of camping units and campers proposed at any given time;
(6) The proposed dates of operation;
(7) The type or types of camping units proposed;
(8) A simple site sketch or aerial-image-based plan showing property lines, dwelling location, access points, proposed camping areas, restroom locations, on-site and, if applicable, other lawful off-site vehicle parking areas, and emergency access areas, as applicable;
(9) The Owner’s Camping Plan required by § 91.10; and
(10) Such additional reasonable information as the City Administrator may request only when necessary to assess a specific health, safety, or welfare issue under the standards of this chapter.
(D) The application shall identify a responsible on-site contact person available during the Rally Window.
(E) A Residential Camping Permit is parcel-specific, non-transferable, and valid only for the dates, intensity, and conditions approved.
(F) For an expanded non-Rally camping permit under § 91.06(F), the City Administrator may use a simplified application form and may limit required application materials to information reasonably necessary to evaluate lot size, lot layout, access, parking, sanitation, emergency access, and neighborhood compatibility.

§ 91.10 OWNER’S CAMPING PLAN.

(A) The property owner is responsible for designing and submitting an Owner’s Camping Plan tailored to the property.
(B) The City’s role is not to prescribe every operational detail of camping on the site, but to review the owner’s proposed plan against baseline health, safety, and welfare criteria.
(C) The Owner’s Camping Plan shall address, at minimum:
(1) Proposed site layout and overall camping density;
(2) Placement of camping units;
(3) Restroom facilities available to campers on-site;
(4) Parking impacts and the location of required vehicle parking, whether on-site or at other lawful off-site locations identified in the Owner’s Camping Plan;
(5) Safe and adequate ingress and egress;
(6) Fire lanes and emergency access;
(7) Fire and life-safety hazards and proposed mitigation measures;
(8) Availability of potable water;
(9) Solid waste and garbage management; and
(10) Acknowledgement of applicable noise regulations and fire bans.
(D) For an expanded non-Rally camping permit under § 91.06(F), the Owner’s Camping Plan may be satisfied by a simplified written description and site sketch addressing the criteria in § 91.06(F), unless the City Administrator determines that additional information is reasonably necessary to evaluate a specific health, safety, welfare, access, parking, sanitation, or neighborhood-compatibility issue.

§ 91.11 REVIEW STANDARDS; APPROVAL; CONDITIONS; DENIAL.

(A) The City Administrator shall review and act upon permit applications under this chapter.
(B) The City Administrator may approve, approve with reasonable conditions, or deny an application.
(C) Denial may occur only if the application or Owner’s Camping Plan presents clear, identified, unmitigated health, safety, or welfare deficiencies based on the standards of this chapter.
(D) Conditions may be imposed only to address identified health, safety, or welfare concerns based on the standards of this chapter.
(E) Any denial of an application shall be in writing and shall identify the specific health, safety, or welfare deficiencies supporting denial, together with the applicable standard or standards of this chapter.
(F) Any approval with conditions shall be in writing and shall identify the specific health, safety, or welfare concern supporting each condition, together with the applicable standard or standards of this chapter.
(G) Any permit approval shall identify the maximum number of camping units at any given time, the maximum number of campers at any given time, the approved dates of operation, and any conditions of approval for the parcel.
(H) In reviewing an application, the City Administrator may consider:
(1) Lot size;
(2) Lot layout and topography;
(3) Density and arrangement of camping units;
(4) Relationship to adjoining properties;
(5) Parking capacity and circulation;
(6) Sanitation facilities;
(7) Fire and life-safety concerns;
(8) Emergency access;
(9) Adequacy of potable water;
(10) Adequacy of waste handling;
(11) Whether the proposed arrangement creates overcrowding or unsafe site conditions; and
(12) Whether any lot proposed as “nearby” is functionally serving the primary residential parcel.
(I) Camping units and campers must be arranged so as not to create overcrowding, unsafe site conditions, blocked access, or unreasonable interference with emergency access or neighboring property.
(J) The portion of a parcel devoted to camping, and the density of camping activity upon it, must be reasonably supportable based on the physical characteristics of the property and the Owner’s Camping Plan.

§ 91.12 STANDARDS APPLICABLE TO ALL RESIDENTIAL CAMPING.

All residential camping under this chapter shall comply with the following:
(A) A minimum five-foot (5') setback from all property lines;
(B) No camping arrangement that blocks or materially interferes with safe access, emergency response, or required circulation;
(C) Adequate sanitation and restroom access;
(D) Adequate potable water;
(E) Suitable fire extinguishers proportional to the scale of camping activity;
(F) Safe movement and circulation on the site;
(G) Identification and mitigation of site-specific hazards;
(H) Compliance with applicable noise ordinances;
(I) Compliance with applicable fire bans, burn restrictions, and emergency orders.

§ 91.13 PARKING AND VEHICLE PLACEMENT.

(A) Motorcycles and passenger vehicles associated with camping may park on-street where otherwise lawful.
(B) Towing vehicles, trailers, and RVs associated with camping must be parked on the owner’s property or at another lawful off-site off-street location reasonably available for the camping activity and identified in the Owner’s Camping Plan.
(C) Camping activity and associated vehicle parking may not materially interfere with traffic, alleys, sidewalks, hydrants, driveways, neighboring access, or emergency access.

§ 91.14 GUEST RECORDS.

(A) The host shall maintain a Guest Record for public-safety purposes.
(B) The Guest Record need not be routinely submitted to the City and is not subject to routine inspection.
(C) The Guest Record shall be retained until one (1) month after the conclusion of the Rally Window.
(D) The Guest Record may be produced only:
(1) with consent of the host;
(2) pursuant to a warrant, subpoena, court order, administrative subpoena, or other lawful compulsory process, or
(3) without prior process only where otherwise permitted by law due to exigent circumstances or an active emergency requiring immediate access.

§ 91.15 VACANT-LOT TRANSITION AND SUNSET.

(A) Properties improved with an owner-occupied residential dwelling may host camping on an adjoining or nearby lot under the same ownership.
(B) All other vacant-lot camping may continue only if the owner can show camping occurred in 2025.
(C) Proof under subsection (B) may include, by way of example, dated photographs, booking or reservation records, affidavits, prior permit records, or similar reasonably reliable documentation.
(D) For vacant lots that are not adjoining or nearby an owner-occupied residential dwelling under the same ownership, camping sunsets:
(1) After the 2028 Rally for non-Sturgis residents; and
(2) After the 2030 Rally for Sturgis residents.
(E) Thereafter, no camping on vacant lots is permitted unless the lot is adjoining or nearby an owner-occupied residential dwelling under the same ownership.

§ 91.16 APPEALS.

(A) The following decisions may be appealed to the Board of Adjustment:
(1) Denial of a Residential Camping Permit;
(2) Approval of a Residential Camping Permit with conditions;
(3) Suspension of a Residential Camping Permit; and
(4) Revocation of a Residential Camping Permit.
(B) Any appeal under this section shall be filed with the Finance Officer within ten (10) days after written notice of the decision appealed from.
(C) The Board of Adjustment shall review the appealed decision as a quasi-judicial determination and shall affirm the City Administrator’s decision unless it determines that the City Administrator abused discretion in applying the standards of this chapter or that the decision was not supported by the written findings required by this chapter.
(D) The Board of Adjustment shall not substitute its policy judgment for that of the City Administrator on matters committed by this chapter to the City Administrator’s review and determination.

§ 91.17 SUSPENSION, REVOCATION, AND ENFORCEMENT.

(A) A Residential Camping Permit may be suspended or revoked for violation of this chapter or violation of permit conditions.
(B) Except in cases involving immediate health or safety concerns, the City shall provide reasonable notice and an opportunity to cure before suspension or revocation.
(C) Any person who violates any provision of this chapter is guilty of a Class 2 misdemeanor.
(D) Each calendar day that a violation continues may be treated as a separate offense.
(E) Fine schedule, per parcel per calendar year:
(1) One hundred dollars ($100.00) for the first violation;
(2) Two hundred fifty dollars ($250.00) for the second violation; and
(3) Five hundred dollars ($500.00) for the third and each subsequent violation.
(F) Criminal enforcement under this section is cumulative and does not preclude permit denial, conditioning, suspension, revocation, or other lawful remedies.

SECTION 3. SEVERABILITY.

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, or phrase of this Ordinance is for any reason held invalid, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance.

SECTION 4. EFFECTIVE DATE.

This Ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after its passage, approval, and publication according to law.

Adopted by action of the Sturgis Common Council on the 4th day of May, 2026.

CITY OF STURGIS



____________________________________
Tony Dargatz, Mayor Pro Tempore
(Seal)

ATTEST:



____________________________________
Ann Bertolotto, Finance Officer
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